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POLICY:

It isthe policy of the Department of Corrections to maintain an Infection Control Program which will
as3s in mantaining a safe and hedthy environment. The Health Services Unit in each facility/program
will maintain this program.

AUTHORITY:

53-1-203, MCA. Powers and Duties of Department of Corrections
National Commission on Correctional Hedlth Care:

- Standards for Hedlth Servicesin Prison, 1997

- Standards for Hedlth Servicesin Juvenile Detention and Confinement Fecilities, 1995
DOC 1.3.35, Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan and Hepatitis B Immunization
OSHA and Environmenta Protection Agency standards

DEFINITIONS:
| nfection Control Committee typicaly includes nursing, maintenance, laundry workers, and other staff
as deemed gppropriate by the facility.

PROCEDURES:

A. Geneal
The Continuous Qudity Improvement (CQI) Program will monitor infectious and communicable

diseases in an effort to minimize their occurrence. Offenders afflicted with infectious or
communicable diseases will receive prompt care and treatment. Universa Precautions and the
proper decontamination and/or disposal of medical supplies and biohazardous waste will be
utilized.



I nfectious Disease Screening

Offenders admitted to secure facilities and residentia programs shal be screened on admission for

tuberculosis and acute infectious diseases. Each juvenile facility/program will ensure that a current

immunization history for meades, mumps, rubdlla and tetanusis obtained and recorded on the

offender’s medicd history form.

1. Femde offenders should be screened for gonorrhea and chlamydia

2. Pregnant offenders should be screened for HbsAg. HIV counsding and testing is
recommended.

[mmunizations

Immunizations will be made available to individua s without adequate immunizations or whose
medica conditions would be severely compromised if they were infected with vaccine preventable
diseases. It isrecommended that residentid programs utilize local public hedlth services for these
immunizations and screening.

Flu Vaccine
An influenza vaccine program may be offered each fal to individuds identified a risk for
complications of influenza,

HIV
HIV counsdling, education and testing will be made available to dl offenders upon request.

Tuberculosis

1. Offenderswill be screened annually for tuberculosis as outlined by the Health Services TB
Screening Protocol.

2. All Department employees who work in resdentid facilities/programs will be required to have
TB skin tegting (Mantoux) upon employment and annuadly theregfter.

. HepatitisB

1. Hepatitis B vaccinations must be offered to Department staff identified asat risk in
accordance with DOC 1.3.35.

2. Offender workersidentified as being at risk of exposure to blood or blood productsin the
course of thelr job respongbilities must be offered Hepatitis B vaccination.

Treating Offenders
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K.

Offenders presenting with acute or chronic infectious or communicable diseases will be treated in
accordance with the American Public Health Association guidelines, and must be provided
information about transmission and methods to prevent future infection of sdf or others.

Isolating Offenders

When a physician orders an offender to be isolated for an infectious disease, the Center for
Disease Control publication “Guiddines for the Prevention and Control of Nosocomia Infections’
will befollowed (i.e., offenders diagnosed with active tuberculoss are to be isolated in an isolation
room with negative air pressure on-site or by referrd).

Hed th Services employees will instruct correctional employees on measures to prevent disease
transmission, including additiona precautions which may be necessary during transport, hospital
suparvison or whilein an infirmary.

Prevention

Anintegral component of the Infection Control Program is prevention of the occurrence and

spread of infectious and communicable diseases.

1. Ongoing educetion regarding communicable disease prevention will be provided to saff and
offenders as part of the health education program.

2. Ongoing communication is essentid between the Department Health Servicesin each
facility/program, the respective County Hesdlth Department, and the Montana Department of
Public Hedlth and Human Services.

Reporting
Each facility/program will be respongible for reporting infectious and communicable diseases to the

Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services and the Department=s Hedlth Services
Manager.

Bodily Fluid Exposure

Bodily fluid exposure incidents are to be handled and treated in accordance with DOC 1.3.35.
Employees providing care to offenders will be required to use Universal Blood and Body Huid
Precautions in accordance with DOC 1.3.35.
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. Infection Control Committee

Each Department facility will have an Infection Control Committee which mests at least quarterly
with the facility CQI Council.
1. Notesof these meetings will be kept and maintained on file.
2. Functions of this committee include but are not limited to:
a. tracking of infectious and communicable diseases through Hedlth Services and/or safety
and sanitation reports,
b. andyssof epidemiologica dataand trends;
recommendations to decrease the incidence of these diseases; and
aurvelllance of the facility=s gpplication of universal precautions, cleaning and disinfectant
techniques, and the disposa of medica and biohazardous waste;
3. EachInfection Control Committee will provide a quarterly report to the Department Hedlth
Sarvices Manager. Thisreport will contain the incidence of reportable infectious and
communicable diseases and sgnificant occurrences related to infection control.

M edical Sharpsand Biohazardous Waste
Medical sharps and biohazardous waste are to be disposed of utilizing methods and materias that
are in compliance with Environmental Protection Agency Standards. The facility/program is

responsible for making arrangements for proper disposal based on whet is available in their
respective communities,

Decontamination
Contaminated non-disposable medica equipment will be decontaminated using appropriate
methods as specified by the manufacturer and OSHA guiddines.

Pre-Release Center s and Juvenile Detention Facilities

Pre-rdease centers and juvenile detention facilitieswill develop loca policy that will be
commensurate with hedlth resources available, while ensuring compliance with TB testing guiddines
(upon admission and annudly), bloodborne pathogens policy and universal precautions.
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V. CLOSING:

Questions concerning this policy shall be directed to the Department Hedth Services Manager.




